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HON. JEB HENSARLING

OF TEXAS
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Friday, November 18, 2005

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, today, |
would like to help celebrate the 50th anniver-
sary of the Soroptimist Women of Garland.
Soroptimist International was founded in 1921
as an international organization of business
and young professionals who work to improve
the lives of fellow women and girls. In 1954,
the Soroptimist Club of Garland was chartered
with Mrs. Lillie Alma Bradfield serving as the
first president.

Today the Soroptimist Women of Garland
are dedicated to providing service opportuni-
ties to women focusing their service endeav-
ors on the local community. They support
community projects ranging from renovating
domestic violence shelters and providing
mammograms for low-income women, to
sponsoring self-esteem workshops for teenage
girls. In addition, the Soroptimist Women of
Garland raise funds to support charities such
as Meals on Wheels and scholarships for stu-
dents from the Garland Independent School
District.

The Soroptimist Women of Garland are truly
helping make our community and our country
a better place to live. As the Congressional
representative for this outstanding service or-
ganization, it is my pleasure to honor them as
they celebrate their 50th anniversary.

HONORING RETIRING ERIE COUN-
TY LEGISLATOR JEANNE Z.
CHASE

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 18, 2005

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
the public service of Erie County Legislator
Jeanne Z. Chase, who has served the resi-
dents of the Erie County Legislature’s 12th
Legislative district, which currently includes the
towns of Boston, Brant, Eden, Evans, Ham-
burg, and North Collins, since her initial ap-
pointment in 1997, and who will leave the Leg-
islature at the conclusion of her current term
at the end of this year.

Jeanne Chase has been, above all else,
someone dedicated to the sound and effective
representation of her constituents, all of whom
are also residents of the 27th Congressional
district. It is her commitment to her constitu-
ents and to her community at large that has
always impressed me about Jeanne Chase,
and it is why | am delighted to honor her serv-
ice to Erie County today.

Jeanne Chase is a lifelong resident of the
Town of Evans. A graduate of Immaculata
Academy, and SUNY Fredonia, Jeanne
worked in the private sector for many years
before seeking appointment to the 12th district
seat upon the resignation of then-Legislator
Bert Villarini in 1997. Jeanne defeated a well-
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known and well-funded challenger in her first
election in 1997 and won re-election to her
seat in three succeeding elections.

Jeanne Chase is a longtime member of the
Legislature’s Public Safety committee, and has
always placed the safety of her constituents
as a top priority. As Chair of the Legislature’s
Public Safety committee from 2002 to 2003,
Erie County moved forward with the construc-
tion of the state-of-the-art Public Safety Cam-
pus, which, when completed, will become the
communications center and focal point for all
police, fire and emergency services in our re-
gion. A longtime supporter of crime victims’
rights, Jeanne has supported initiatives that in-
crease protection for crime victims throughout
New York State, and worked to establish a
Domestic Violence Satellite Office in the
Southtowns. Jeanne has seen many public ac-
complishments but cites as her greatest ac-
complishments her family. Husband Rob and
daughter Chelsea are proud of Jeanne’s serv-
ice to her constituents, and we are as well.

Jeanne Chase has chosen not to leave pub-
lic service. She is applying her experience in
the field of real estate to her service as Town
Assessor in the Town of Evans. | am proud
and grateful, Mr. Speaker, to call to the
House’s attention the dedicated public service
of Erie County Legislator Jeanne Chase, and
| am certain that the whole House would join
me in offering to Jeanne and to her entire
family wishes of good luck and Godspeed in
the months and years to come.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE CHURCH OF THE
EPIPHANY 100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 18, 2005

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | ask my col-
leagues here in the House of Representatives
to join me as | rise to acknowledge the Church
of the Epiphany which will launch a year-long
celebration of events and activities celebrating
100 years as a parish in Orange, New Jersey
on Sunday, November 20, 2005.

The Church of the Epiphany represents the
faith and fortitude of New Jersey’s African-
American Episcopalians living in the Oranges.
It began as a Sunday school for “colored”
children in November 1905. Miss Ruth Marsh
of Grace Church, located on Main Street in
Orange, founded the Sunday school program
and taught its 7 students. Through the efforts
of Grace church’s sexton, Mr. Thomas John-
son, the Sunday school developed into the
Epiphany Mission with a small congregation
led by the rectors of Grace Church. By 1908,
Lay Reader George Marshall Plaskett, an Afri-
can American student in the General Theo-
logical Seminary held the services under the
direction of the Grace Church Rector. Father
Plaskett went on to lead Epiphany as its rector
for 50 years after his ordination and entrance
into the priesthood. Under his leadership,
Epiphany thrived as an active and integral part
of the community providing spiritual education
and guidance, and community service.

In 1909 Epiphany’s congregation purchased
a lot on the corner of South Center and Pier-
son Streets in Orange and the first service in
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the new building was held on January 29,
1911. In 1916 the Epiphany Mission sought fi-
nancial independence from Grace Episcopal
Church and in 1930 Epiphany was admitted to
the Diocese after an ecclesiastical separation
from Grace Church. While located on Pierson
Street, the church served as the congrega-
tion’s spiritual home under the leadership of
five rectors; The Rev. John H. Edwards, The
Rev. Leonard Harris, The Rev. James E. Wil-
liams, The Rev. A. Warren Bridgeman. Since
1987, the Reverend Canon Gervais A.M.
Clarke, Ph.D. has served as Epiphany’s sixth
Rector at its present location on Main Street,
Orange.

On December 14, 1986, following the dis-
solution of Grace Church by the Diocese of
Newark, Epiphany moved to the old Grace
Church building at 105 Main Street. In an ef-
fort to honor and retain Epiphany’s history and
create a new home that would provide a place
for worship, fellowship, education and out-
reach, the congregation incorporated a marble
altar, pipe organ, and other furnishings from
Epiphany’s original properties into the ren-
ovated church. With pride, Epiphany cele-
brated its first service on Main Street in Janu-
ary 1987.

Mr. Speaker, | know my colleagues agree
that the Church of the Epiphany has every
right to be proud of the lasting contributions
that it has made to the residents of Orange.
Overcoming obstacles caused by segregation
and demographic change, and addressing the
needs of its neighbors are the legacy of
Epiphany’s forefathers and mothers. | rise
today to honor Epiphanites, who for 100 years
have steadfastly and faithfully created a com-
munity of worship and service in Orange.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE CENTRAL
HIGH SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL TEAM

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 18, 2005

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to an outstanding group of young
women from Southern lllinois. The Central
High School volleyball team from Breese, llli-
nois, won the 2005 Class A State champion-
ship on November 12, after going through the
State finals without losing a single game. The
Cougars finished the season with 33 wins and
9 losses.

Mr. Speaker, | want to congratulate Head
Coach Jim Cook and assistant coach Kelly
Potthast on a truly outstanding season. Most
of all, | want to recognize the members of the
2005 State champion Breese Central Cougars

volleyball team: Britni Holtmann, Melanie
Gartside, Bethany Becker, Sarah Barth,
Megan Winkeler, Cassy Becker, Lindsay

Holtmann, Amanda Backes, Lauren Endres,
Kelsi Scheer, Kelsey Straeter, Lauren Budde,
Cassandra Deiters, Brittany Schrage, Kassi
Buehne.

These young women did an exceptional job
of representing themselves, their school and
their community, and | wish them best of luck
in all of their future endeavors.
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